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Institute brings science 
to the great outdoors 


Program uses grants and scholarships to provide low-income students with 
hands-on, nature-based lessons through free field trips and summer camps 


PHOTOS BY GARY REYES — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


At the Youth Science Institute at Alum Rock Park in San Jose, instructor Sarah Lofgren demonstrates the layers of the 
earth with fourth-grade students from George Mayne Elementary School in Alviso. 


THE WISH BOOK SERIES 
The Wish Book is an an- 
nual project of the 
Mercury News that 
invites readers to help 
their neighbors. 


WISH 

Donations will fund Youth 
Science Institute class 
scholarships so they can 
provide free, hands-on, 
nature-based science pro- 
grams to over 1,100 low- 
income students in San 
Jose. A donation of $150 
would send a preschool 
class on a Five Senses 
Nature Walk; $250 would 
fund a class lesson on 
owls and $550 would un- 
derwrite an Ohlone Indians 
and nature hike field trip. 
Goal: $25,000 


HOW TO GIVE 

Donate at wishbook.mer- 
curynews.com or clip the 
coupon on PageA6. 


More online: 
Read other 
Wish Book stories, 
view photos and video at 


WISHBOOK.MERCURYNEWS.COM. 


By Sharon Noguchi 


snoguchi@bayareanewsgroup.com 


SANJOSE » Simulating the forces 
behind earthquakes, 21 fourth- 
graders flattened balls of clay 
onto cardboard, then simultane- 
ously gripped the clay and yanked 
apart the boards, representing the 
Earth’s diverging tectonic plates. 

It was a challenging manipu- 
lation for small hands, with pre- 
dictable results. 

“Oh no, Iceland fell into the 
water,” exclaimed August Gor- 
don Hart, 9. 

The exercise was part of a re- 
cent morning of hands-on lessons 
at the Youth Science Institute at 
Alum Rock Park. Teacher Donna 
Hamane’s students from Alvi- 
so’s George Mayne Elementary 
also created a S’mores-like repre- 
sentation of the Earth’s core and 
mantle, involving candy, marsh- 
mallow, chocolate and graham 
cracker crumbs. They hiked past 
the park’s sulfurous hot springs 
and were thrilled by a cameo ap- 
pearance of a nonchalant family 
of deer. 

It’s the kind of experiences 
that transfixes students, inspires 
teachers and feeds everyone’s cu- 

WISH » PAGE 6 


George Mayne Elementary fourth-grader 
August Gordon Hart inspects a block of salt. 


“I’ve never seen a deer 
before. Looking at plants 
and animals was really 
cool.” 

— Jeffrey Lee, 9, who loved being outdoors 


Services entice with crowd-sourced routes, app-based hailing 


These arent your father’s public buses 


By Erin Baldassari 


ebaldassari@bayareanewsgroup.com 


SAN FRANCISCO » Long maligned as the least 
desirable form of public transit, buses are mak- 


ing a comeback. 


These aren’t the lumbering behemoths most 
often associated with frequent stops, long rides 
and dingy carriages. Enter Chariot, Lyft Shut- 
tle, MagicBus and the latest addition to the 
East Bay, OurBus. With crowd-sourced routes 
and app-based hailing, cushy interiors and 
shorter rides, these privately owned services 


BUS » PAGES 


Commuters 
hop aboard 
a Chariot 
bus making 
a stop in 
the Marina 
district 

in San 
Francisco. 


KARL MONDON 
— STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER 


GOP eyes 


tweaks 
in tax bill 
for votes 


Leaders worried that plan 
may collapse under weight 
of disparate demands 


By Damian Paletta MORE 
The Washington Post INSIDE 


WASHINGTON » Senate Republi- 
cans are seriously considering 
last-minute changes to their tax 
legislation in an effort to mollify 
wavering members, four people fa- 
miliar with the discussions said, 
as GOP leaders seek to keep their 
members from defecting ahead of Conyers 
crucial votes this week. to give up 
The lawmakers attracting the leader- 
most concern from leadership ship post: 
and the White House are Sen. Congress- 
Ron Johnson, R-Wis., and Steve man will 
Daines, R-Mont., who say the cur- relinquish 
rent version of the bill favors cor- Judiciary 
porations over other businesses. Commit- 
There are numerous members tee job 
demanding changes, and their while probe 
needs don’t all overlap. Together, of sexual 
the requests put Republican lead- harassment 
ers in a difficult position, as they charges 
attempt to accommodate individ- goes on. 
GOP »PAGE6 PAGEAS 


— 


. p= o 
@ Rentverry ; y 


Sunny 2 bedroom 
apartment 


RENTBERRY 
Rentberry website shows an available apartment. 


Will bidding for 
apartments 
drive up prices? 


Operators say renters will benefit, but 
some housing advocates are worried 


By Marisa Kendall 


mkendall@bayareanewsgroup.com 


How much will you pay for your next apart- 
ment? 

With Rentberry, that all depends — on how 
much yov’re willing to bid. The new real estate 
website is shaking up the Bay Area’s housing mar- 
ket by encouraging potential renters to bid on 
homes the way they would on designer handbags 
or celebrity autographs on Ebay. 

Some housing advocates worry that Rentberry 
— and similar Vancouver-based startup Biddwell, 
which is set to expand to California by the end of 
the year — could intensify the existing competi- 
tion for Silicon Valley’s few available houses and 
apartments. Critics envision the websites spur- 
ring cutthroat bidding wars that will drive sky- 
high prices even higher, but the platform’s found- 

BIDDING » PAGE6 
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Offer applies to new and existing 
HSBC Premier customers who open an 
HSBC Promotional Premier Savings 
account with New Money. 

Limited time only. 
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Premier 


Bring this ad to your local branch and mention code “PREMSAV2” to start saving. 
To find your nearest branch, visit us.hsbc.com/findbranch 


This offer requires each of the elements to be met. ¢ HSBC Premier relationship required to open an HSBC Promotional Premier Savings account from October 16, 2017 through and including December 29, 2017 with the stated Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective through September 4, 2018. Charges 
and fees may reduce earnings. e New Money is defined as deposits and investments not previously held by any member of the HSBC Group in the U.S. e HSBC Premier is a relationship product requiring a Premier checking account. Monthly maintenance fee will be incurred if minimum balance requirement 
is not maintained for your account relationship. Premier relationship requires the maintenance of $100,000 in U.S. personal deposit and investment balances to avoid a monthly maintenance fee of $50. Investment and certain insurance products, including annuities, are offered by HSBC Securities (USA) 
Inc. (HSI), member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC. HSI is an affiliate of HSBC Bank USA, N.A. e HSBC reserves the right to change or terminate this offer in its sole discretion. e Deposit products are offered in the U.S. by HSBC Bank USA, N.A. Member FDIC. e © 2017 HSBC Bank USA, N.A. 


